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Dear Sir, "74 pf 1:4 0. BIA 1 * | bo 2 yy 5 4 1 nt +. ; 
1 . r DV  ODACE I FYRERITSY 
Pahat the late change which has taken 

place in my opinions and conduct, should have! 
afforded matter of surprize to you and some others 
of my friends, is no more than I expected. But that 
you in particular should express so much concerns 
on the occasion, that you should even dispute the sin 
cerity of my intentions, and attempt to intimidate 
me from pursuing the course I have begun, bp; 
painting in such glaring colours the consequenceng 
which you suppose likely to result from s sudden and > 
unexpected an event, is to me like wise a N ly 
uneasiness. I do not understand why you: *houtd be! 
Sorrowful on an occasion Which yields me the mot : 
abundant joy and satisfaction; yet it is more ruu gs 
that you should reflect upon the sincerity of Nn: 
tentions, when at the Same time yu assure me that! 
I am pursuing a line of conduct which must ineviteed “ 
bly expose me to the ridicule of great Part -of:-my> | 
friends, and the contempt of the gay-andtaghiunablest 


circles of '$ociety."'/ (41,70 378] ny 0291 177 e 

To satisfy your doubts, to'lessen'yourastonijchment>l ' 8 
and to prevent the flecessity of auy futufe apps: 
cation to me on the subject, Twill lay before %, - f 
as briefly as I Well can, the causes which Have onad 5 
tributed to effect this change, and open te you Wes, - 2 

real state of my mind With respect te ö 8 
I conceive of the fitst Importance th he beSHC;ped ee 
attended to. After Which yon are at bert) te 
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| - vou u Peseg on what 1 shall have offered to 1 
* eonsIderation. 
8 You cagnit have been ignarant that I was at an 
Tal 7 5 period of my life, initiated into the first prin- 
- -ciples of Religion; and as I was designed for the ., 
Church durang the greatest part of the time I res 
= - mained at Sehoo!, I received a suitable education. 
mn oterl rest Part of my leisure hours to the 
readlinglof geligious book s, and accustomed myselſ to 
make oceans exträets from such passages as app- 
eeureld mast worthy of regard. I never neglected my 
Prayers, mestof which were of my. on composition, 
Aa made it a point of reading a certain portion of 
Saexipture every day. By these means acquired an 
-  hebit.of devotion, and. of serious meditation, which bt 
| proved a59ygce of real. satis faction, and the exercise 
_ of whichcons'ituted at that time one of the > «9h 
gasures I was capable of enjoying, By degrees 
bowerer when J came to mix more in society, saw 
more inte the manners, dispositions and pursuits of 
mankind, and being called to the study of a profes- 
Sion with which I was totally unacquainted, and very 
| © different from that which I bad expected to have 
1 E 1 ont 155 to, I became less fixed in my prin- 
F _ ciples, and the things ot time and sense began to eng- 
5 ns laxgershare of my attention. Soon after someof 
the writingsof the late Dr. Jebb, Mr, Lindsay's apo- 
|” logy,endigeveralof. Ds. Priestley's works upon the 
3 .* sulject of natural and revealed Religion, vere put 
ino my bands. be reasoning contained in these 
| books „ lausible and even convincing to 
w mind, ther lound no difficulty in rejecting as 
false and unreazonablemany of those opinions which 
Idag bicheree held sacred; 1 even ridiculed the 
2 Nor .f deckten as inal sin, the atonement and justiſi- 
bs” di; by ah N Wider. ane 85 
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»perfert 86cinien.. | As 4052 I er 
cenie join with the = {og pig " 
prudential moti ves preventing me, from attendin 

the unitarian Chapel, I went to. no place of ph 
worship at all. ABRI0105 bas 
I had not long adopted these principles, 
an opportunity occurred to me of reading Helvetins, 
anda few of thedelstical writings of Voltaire. These 
together with the conversation of some indixiduas 
of a similiar persuasion, presently wrought in me 


— 


another change. I rejected now the authority of - 
the Scripturesentirely, looked upon every attempt 


to establish a revelation as an imposition an the dre 
dulity of mankind, and no soO0nE a myself freek 
from the shackles of Christianity, than! 1 r 
plauded my courage in having at lengthsfaken ff 

the prejudices of education, and triumphed in my 


own superior discernment. and what I thought were 


more just and rational views of nature. I cntinuedꝰ 


in this state of mind for some years, when une day 1: 
aceidentally took up a book published by the cele- ; 
brated Neckar on the importance af relagi 


held both at home and abroad as prime minister and 


as a statesman, induced me to g We it à Perusal. 1 
soon Perceived the superior elegance of tile, and the 


QUS. op- Fr 
nions. The high repute in Which thisanthor Was 
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Spirit and energy with which it was written. Ihe 


candour and liberality of sentiment vhich ran tho 

the Wholeof it, recommended it strongiy to my most 
serious attentions On reflection I Hegan to seg the 
errors I had been led into, his arguments convinced -, 


me of the beneficial influence of religion on aur hap- 25 


piness, and on our conduct, and of its ingizpensible 


connec tion with public ortler and security. But then 


the my mind was convinced of the truth of these 
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binde GN 7 1 I wanted an adequate 
motive to produce the effect. The efforts of unasy 
S isted reason 1 knew were ineffectual, the pass ions 
Vere strong, the temprations to indulge them nume 
rous and enticing. Even the constant avocations 
df business co-operated to divert my thoughts into 
other channels, thus however good my inclinations 
might have been, the voice of conscience was sti- 
- Fed; and I once more relapsed into a state of 19 

| Env and lived Ks without God! in the world. 


3 The last March reading as vas my custom the 
3 Analytical Review, my attention was directed to the 
Character of a book of which the most honourable 
mention was made; and the extracts there quoted, 

And which I perused with seriousness, impressed me 
with an idea of its extraordinary merit. I imme 
8 diately ordered the work, which was Paleys evid- 

_ ences of Christianity; and tho? I presently procured: 
is yet, from one cause or another, it lay by me some 
time unopened from that time till'the beg 8 
of september. During the preceding month, I ha 
bad several conversations with some friends on the 
' _ Mibjectof religion in general; the exercises of my 

ci Professional duties afforded me an opportunity of 
da ssoriating a good deal with people among the Me- 
3 thodists,. 58 were kind and free enough to commu- 
nicate to me their sentiments on matters of this 
nature. I began to think they were more com- 
IF -- fortable and happy. under the influence: of their 
opinions than I was under the influence of mine, 
that their life was checquered with fewerevils, and 
| . their conduct throughout more consistent with 
| reason and virtue, Leven envied them their lot, 
I lamented my own inability to adopt their persua- 
1 ions, It Was in vain daa IP talked to Wr 3 
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comfortable assurances of the Holy: Spirit ata 
©*willingness of God to receive sinners, and tu aus wer 
* the petitions of those who come in his Song names 


it was to little purpose that they endea vouxed to i- 


excellence of the Christian morality, when I denied 


i 
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press on my mind the efficacy of divine grace: or the 


the authority of the records themselves from whenee 
these doctrines are derived. I reasoned howeverthus 
with myself. The scheme of Christianity inxolxves 
a subject of i importance, it is either true or falss. 
A candid enquiry into its e vidences is the most likely 
gedit decging the question. Ihave'hithertoqud- 
it false? but on what grounds? Have Iconsidefed 
gen the nature and number of its evidences? 
Jam sensible I have not, I have only taken fb N 
© and Superficial view of thegubject,”and from a 
© ledge of this part I haye condemned the whole; in 
„ other words because I could not reconcile: certain 
parts to my-own reason, because I, could not reduge 
them to a level with my own understanding, ang 
© make them accord with. my Ideas of the gosdness 
" and wisdom of God, I have kad the 2 to re- 


Ba 
Th 4 ct the whole system as spurious. But surely tkis 


7 * the present instance, T must confess have 


« Pens 6 Is. that 1 must be mistakens., 


« kind of reasoning founded on 80 imperfect. an ac- 
4 quaintance with the subject itself must be altoge- 
© ther unsatisfactory and inconclusive, een When 
applied to Matter of inferior moment: So chat in 


an hasty and premature opinion, an the wegs 9 


will therefore re-examin the nbert: and as per- 
"haps both my present and ture happiness are in- 


aj terested in the decision, it can be exteemed nd > los 


© of time to give it the most serious attention,“ 


this train 0 reasohing I Perzugded myself 0 «pply | 
e to the . in a 1 recollee its 4 
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able to prevail. 
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vy ine theevidences of Christianity mentioned abovè: 
I aGelayed not a moment, I read, I studied, I re- 
Rected 1 perused the two volumes twice over in a 
hort time. I have reason to bless the hour in which 
I first took them up. A new light of Evidence dawned 
1 upon my mind; a vast and unexplored. field of ar- 
gument displayed itself to my view; I saw the nar- 
1 rowness of the human intellect, the futility of my for- 
mer reasonings, the absurdity of my fanciedobjections - 
and the ignerance upon which they were founded, 
and it pleased the Almighty God to make that boox 
instrumental in restoring me to a sense gef duty, in 
| Wnepiringme with new and purer sentinents of Reli- 
| gion; and in extabliching my faith on à foundation 
hien 'thalt not be shaken, and against which, I am» 
well perzusded the gates of Hell all never. be 


z 


© Having therefore satisfied myselfofthe authenticity | 
| and divine authority of the HoLy ScrrerurEs, and 
-of thetruths of the doctrine contained in them, my 


net business seem'd to be to study attentively and 


| * methodicatly the New Testament, as being that 
| portwn of Scripture most material for us, as CRritians 


It to know and understand, and afterwards to read the 


Prophets, whose writings bear a closer connection 
bu, and more frequent allusions to Christ and tlie 
+ objects of his mission, than any of the other books of 
© the Old Testament. This being done taking care at 
mesame time tooffer up fervent petitions to thethrone 
er grace, that God would grant me the assistance of 
- Ts boch opirer, to fit my mind for the reception of re- 
vealed truth, I then thought it my duty to consider 


= as infpar tially as I could the particnlar nature and 


=  deigh, of those doctrines of which the Bible gives an 
= RcCount. By this means I might be able to compare 

© them with the avowed tenets and opinions of different 
Sects of Christians amongst us, being resol ved to units 
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myself with that Sect, whose mode of faith and con- 
duct sho uld appear to me most conformable, to — 
general tenor of the Gospel e 3, +4 


After 1 deliberation, and I may Weh an 
unawed by fear of what I might lose, and uninflye. - 
enced by the hope of worldly gain, I embrace Me- 
thodism. The reason which determined me, you 
will see explained in the two following letters. 


In the mean time rest asured that I Shall never. 
cease to respect the church as establihed by law, pray 
for its prosperity, and partake gladly as occasion of- 


fers in its ordinances.” May the God of Heaven and | 


Earth, enlighten with his wisdom the King of these 
Realms; and may vital religion, solid liberty, pub 
lic order, and inflexible u wien in N N 
| and animate every 


— oy 


: #4 - - q , 9 -y Y * * 1 
* . FS 31 1 N. +4 : * 
* | 4 - — g 
\ , : © - ; . * y A 


F * \ " PR * 4 . N 
106.4 k : * 4 N 4 1 be 
— 


8 


| ina for doe ggf nd ard d 
be published. '% 


, 


* . 
A \ 


* 


"As 1 


<—_— lZ—j—j— —— OCB. RB > —— 


A — d 
. P ———  - — ß ,‚§ꝗꝙß. — —!. con ooo — - — 
2 — — — 
. l * ” a — 
C A 7 2 2 2 | hs 
» b ? - = \ $ 8 
; - , 8 22 e 9 — 
1 ” 
* —— . 
* - * a 
» - 4 „ be 
_ 
* - . - _ 5 i 2 
= 2 * 
- 
- -- 4 
. 
- * 4 
b 
4 - 
* - 
- 2 
5 « 
_ A p 


— — G — 


p t) F 
3 | 
- ” 
”- 197 % * = Pl < * 14 27 4 + * 
„ * 7 * 1 1 1 7 119 * þ | 
2 F471 7 = 14 * . oh 5 : . N TT £ 
4 AY Fi 4 Z J. 11 Cy OT? * * 
473 £3: Wit 44 $? & +4 1 4 * © 2 45 - 81 4 
* 
5 _ * 0 i 1 + 2 
Z * * ' þ 5 
P * { {Ss $4 4 9 * 3 'T * 8 
r 
6 | \ g * ” + 
2 : 4 14 Nl 91e 100 981 "2 * "= 
* 1 1 
N 7 - ” ＋ * . * * 1 
. 8 Nan aA +> * 189140 4 + ; FI ad. ol ** "2 7 
7 1 C i 4 N 4 4 a d & : 1 
FL THE one DES 41h 4 ; 
KL 5 f Lf 
| Fan - ws 
. Sa F 1 1 1 111171 1 \ 4 ' 1 
B N. 2 3 14 ; . i; ny * $4 C % E 4 4 } 
y- # 
| . 4 . a 1 "TT" „ 0 # #1 e * 
now dar Doing ice ent aft emaibod} 
ff as * — g k | 
» 
* 
1 — Fl 1 5 J % $1 44 
oa „ {| 
»C 4 7 21 : & & * 2 . 11 on a 1 - 2 4 p i 
\.d 1 
9 
; - 


dove Helle T 3010 be Sales 1351 90093. naomi n l 

IJuiq ens xd Doduds1cs 26 £19111 il sq! of 92895 
„ J Boie 920.48 Mbelg 516750 ge Fogon iq ei 101 
bun nevgaHIV 50 wy vel). .9208nitto ef ot 2t5t 
dest 10 Stu au ciobeivſ elf]. 1h; 11 18908 ind 1318 
* 3 RENE: eee "HT. VE! . 16 73D 15951 


F#\ * 
” = 
* [4 \ 


13 3 den 118. DE 


« 1 


„ e N | R LI 
4 8 2 * k "= b 1 
5 i ie 
99112-1170" 
£ 911) 910 NNte 4 
8 : v e 8 ? 
' « _ =—_ 1 
; r s s, 
" z * c al 
— * . 1 
OD NY CONE 
- 5» - 
53 f CE 0 1 | 8 0 
- 1 f 
* 
_ < * - 
* * 
— 5 4 
1 Pa. . * 
* 
\ g 
* %. k 
, - * \ 4 
- 
* ; 
F — 4 " - 
— : a * * 
—_ 
* \ * * 
ph * * 
— 1 . 4 ON a 
- 
. & bY 
* CI 
* 
„ : . 19 , 
2 
1 
* 4 ” 
Y R L } 
d 2 = » 
- „ 
"Bo. 
7 - —_— — 
= . 467, 9 0 J , _ wo 5 FP 
_ * * : Ts 5 , * * 6 


"Ui 715) jo! hid bur bnooee > wk. 150 0 11 
| = - befiettagg od 


fy 
— 
5 4 N 
Ix a £48 $3 IK. a>". , 
* : as 
f * mY | $3.4 
J . f | 44 ! #8 => 
1 / T7 
| v : 4 2 hat : C 
* 9 2 ; . * 44 
* * — 
1 : A - ” 
SIE a.” : 
— © 3%” <0. - 
"I . : : _ * 
A » 4 , 
: * 9 4 8 * 
— G y P 1 9 
3 — $4 
0 3 — * U 


* 4 b - = - 1 ol - q 
} L 8 4% [ 4 of - * 9 >» : - * q oy * Fe C 4 I > d * 
P — 9 89 * 3 | of * 1 — . " 4 
* A . —_ 
* « ” 4 0 5 1 
1 * 97 ; * 
- : — = 
* 8 : * , FF pry N » * 
* * . I 10 9 * A N we % - 1 « 7 
4 . * _ 0 
5 1 , 1 * * ft 
+} 1 4 * . \ * * 7 Fl * OO % 4 «© 4 of Wy 
* 4 I = , >*4, 3 - : L« = * 
- . = - = — . - he : _— 
. 9209 by — 
;: , \ . \ * + 9 
. * - ue 5 . wy : . 3 4 
i x IF N 1 + 3 ag . —S 
wy : $ EE © 4 ö 1 
"x — — © a» — 9 4 25 © 
L = 
- — 
* 


Ian kurt init Fr 7% dee 


1050 e is divitled Profess to-derive”. 
their respective tensts from the Soriptures, and- 


they advance. But this diversity of opinions is ea! 
dily aecounged for, if contider the numerous pre- 
judices wengcesgrily imbibe in out younger years, 
and from which men of the st liberal 8 
and Ne e uollertanding are not eum 5 
We form qur ideas of things Wee 
dbl gag of the truth. pa propriety of peri 
 andfhis/preporeggion-js apt to contract our minds, 
Hachen ur undetstandings, and is often 80 fixed. 
'  Andivetred a 40 withatand the clearest evidence” 
__  Moteovyer worldly interest sotnetimes interpears 
"its bapeful:inence, and sogner than resign any 0 


those Alluring prodpectscitcflateers us 1 We Wil- 


ully shut our eyes againzt the- light, refusing tor lis- - 
en to the N eice of the charmer, charm he never go 


7 2 7 again ac tuated y pure motives; 


ö . tom an incorrect and premature fudge- 
5 eup ee ee eee rh „Without 
E tudieg sufficient ly che records roin att: © 
: educe their principles ; in other wotdsdram. 
9 W WY 4 * a "en: e 
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1 alto, ;these alone for the proof ofthe ddetrines 
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SS clusion Some may be deterred by a sense of shame, 
and by dread of ridicule from giving so much of 


their time and attention to matters of this kind, as to 
enable them to form a right judgement ; and hav- 
ing already business enough to engage their 
thoughts, are glad of the opportunity of sheltering 
themselves under the shadow of that religion 

whatever it may be, which their fathers proſeexed 
before them, and in which they themselves were 
educated, and so take no farther pains or concern 
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It appears to me that it is the indispensible duty, 
of all those Who have ability and opportunity of 
searching and examining the holy scriptures, to read 
and think for themselves. They ought by no means 
to rest content with building their faith upon the 
opinions of others, but are bound to investigate its 
evidences, and aſter having proved all things, then 
to hold fast that which is good. Being once fully 
_._ _ _ _ ©» gatisfied of the authenticity of the gospel history, 
they should study with diligence the bible and at 
first the bible only, that their minds might no 
- warped by any comments or explanations which o- 
ther authors have given and which might be apt 
to bias their judgment and preclude the necessity 
of their own more sedulous exertions. This plan of 


t not be 
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tem of 91 1 he may ultimately y rid 1 tv! 5 
he may deviate in some particular points frog 


many of his brethren, such a man, I have no scru- 


ple in believing. will find favour and acce p- 
tance with his God, and prove himself by his liſe 
and conduct a zealous and faithful e 8 of e | 
Christ. 2 
Having premiged thus much, I chall proceed to : 
the main object of my letter, and give you my rea- 
sons in an open and unequi vocal manner you my 
entering into the methodist connection. 

I would first direct your attention to a few! of che | 


most important doctrines tpvghta 910 the method- 


ists, % Es 
These are, original Sin; the atonement ; jus- 


tification by faith, .and the new birth. By the 


first of these we are instrueted to believe that mann 
was created in the image of God upright, hap- 
py and not subjeet to death. That he was ens 1 


dowed with the means of grace to continue in this 


state so long as he, loved God and perse vered in 
his duty; but that at the same time he had the li- 
berty of chusing either good or. evil. A blessing 


and a curse were set before him; he knew the 


conditions on which he enjoyed the former, he was 


fore warned of theinevitable certainty of the latter, N 


if he deviated: from the path of virtue. 
Vielding however to the suggestions and Arti d. 


fices of Satan, unmindful of the mercies he hade 
ceeived, and as piring after new sources of happiness, * 


he in time became corrupt, and his affectioꝶs were 
alienated from the true God. He disobeyed the 
express command of his Creator, and in consequences 
sin, misery and death, were introduced into the 
world. 1 


th 


dor not only Adam by these means for: 


* 
* 


ſieiteck che Divine favour; but tris pbsterity ih eise 
were necessarily implicated in his guilt; All men in 
all nations from that time to the presetitlare born 
+ sinners; and as long as they rea it such, are under 
Fr the. condem iat ion of Gods la . 
Loet ds see first, how this doctrine agrees with 
=: what the Scriptures have made known to us. And 
here I observe, that it is not Solitary text batte rd 
hure and there; in which we find this melancholy | 
truth confirmed; nor is it expressed i metapho- 
rical or obscute language 30 ite is asserted in almost 
every book; and im the most pbsitive terms which = 
language would admit; it'is alluded to either di- 
rectly or indirectly throughout the whole sub. 
t cͤꝗetandee of both the old and nom Pebtament; aht it 
WT evidently constitutes the bisis or forndition- of 
[ _ | - mostof theother doctrines of the Bible The fol. 
lewing quotationk will T apptetiend' pore the” 
truth of what has been 'adVaticed: 
That man was originally formed uprig ht wg” 
> happy; is evident from the account'given of the 
_ | - Creation in the first chapter of Genesis. Gen, 1, 26% | 
22. 28. 2 ug mute man in our own 
RR. Mkimers': aud et Ms Mans 5e 3s 
1 of the 5ea; and over the fro! e e anll oer. the cattle,” 
Wi — andovir all ile carb, ahd thing that 
_ 2, __ WEE eee, Ven images 
Wl  #rtheimbgeof Colceattid be? Boi: Hale au tnt created = 
WH conan Aud Gott bernd an CU raid unto en, „ 
© fra e, eb (he cal; J 5 
De ano rey bur Ins te, dren, 75 


bar bs Vat mad, ans pore, 
SLE Paine we reed that Gor 


ao —_ 


TJ] | 


3 alittle rider then the 8 
with glory and honour. T hou madest bim to hare dominion, 


over theaworks of hits han; and. r 0 xg re 4 
"mn Net. Psalms VIII. 5 Ont ©: N Ev NN * | 


We find. however, that Adam Soon IF Reeves 
from his original righteousness, aud that the wor 
through him became corrupt, Genesis 1116.7. 

8. 9. 10. 11. 12, 13. 16, 17. 18. 19. And whenthe 
woman saw that . and that it ar 
Pleasant to the eye , and a tree to be degired to make one wwisey- 
ohe took of the-frutt_ thereof, and did eat, anlgave eee | 
ber hushand with her, be ond at... K * dE. 


Aud they heard the voice of the Lord: God malkile lth 
garden in lbs cool of the day : and Adam: and his uit bit” 
 themsebves from the presence of the Lord God ami the” = 
trces-of the garden. And the Lord God called unto: Ada; 
far perth Where: art bun: And be -cobb {ed 
thy voice in the garden: au I was afraid, a-. bid nn. 
e, And be said, hatt thou eaten of. the tree, u , I. 
commanded thee, that thou shauldest not eat Aud the man 
$21d, the woman whom thou gavest to de uit me, abe pure m 
| of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God u h thes + 
5 IP, what is this that thou bust done? and thenoomin cate® 
the gerpent hath beguiled me and I did eut. Unto the du 
4 Twill greatly multiply thy sorvand;amd thyconteptiony. - 
in 50-00 thou uit bring forth childreng.and thydere'sballt 
Lo day operas and: he shall rule over" h  Attid "trite" - © 
3 he gaid, because thou hast heur neu umi abe unt of 
ty wife; and hast eaten of the tree, hepa e 
Saying, thow ght not eat of it: cursed is tb rim 
age; in Sorrow alt thou! cat of it all the days of thy * | 
"Thoms alio aud Thiitles dul; 7t: 2 forth-to the; ia 
N den e cat the berb of the field; I the. owead: of thy face” 
. — N . * R N 
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A Feen ths taken : for du thou art and une 
alust shalt thou return. | 
Genesis VI. 5. we read that God $a that the 

wickedness of man as great in the earth, and that e 
ion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
Verse 12. we are told that God looked upon the earth, 
_ andbehold, Ht was corrupt. : for all flesh 1 d corrupted his 
| ee r | 2 
We are told that The children of men are corrupt 
they have ahne abominable works .—that there is none that” 
doethgood—that they are all gone aside ; they are altogether 
become filthy.—that if we Say we have no sin, we decerve 
7 > there it no man that sinnethnot. g 
The Scripture hath concluded all men under sin, 
| that every mouth may be 510pped, and all the world become 
gary before God. We read that man drinketh Inipui- 
ty like water; that in us dwe/leth no good thing. It was 
| this consciousness of the depravity of our nature 
that made the psalmist cry out 7 was sbapen. in Ini- 
ann in amn did n mother concerve me. Psalms LI. 5. 

1 lt was this ee caused Isaiah to exclaim Al} we 
8 like Sheep. have gone arg, ue are all as an unclean thing, 
daa our rihteounesses arc as filthy Fas Isaiah Il. 

nnd M chapter s. IH 
Jeremiah says the beart is Af above all thine, 
ly Toicked. $ 
The Apostle Paul aldretging himself to the Ro“. 
mans, declares that the carnal mind is not only 
. ayerse to what is good, and prone to what is evil. 
burt ĩs at enmity with God, and in the vii. chapter 
of his epistle to the Romans has these words I know * 
tba in me, (that is, in my fie h,) dwelleth no good thing: 
For to will is present with me; but how to orm that - 
'_ , which as good; find not. For the good that I would, Id 
Wi. 74; ee Food mt. that T-do. Nou ft 
| the, Twould nat, it i no more 2 do it, ys Stn. OP. 


3 


dwelleth 4 "ft te ih that when 1 wild th 
| evil is precent with me. verses 18. 19. 20. 21. 


Out of the heart St, Matthew tells us proceed __ 


thoughts, murders, adulteries, formations , 18. 5 ne HE” 


witness, blasphemies. xv. 19. 


But not only are we sinners, but as such we are 


under sentence of condemnation. The soul that . 1 


neth it shall die, saith the Lord, and the waves of 5m ir 
' death. Rom. vi. 23. Sin made Cain cry out his 
punishment was greater than he could bear, Gen. iv 
The wrath of God it revealed from beg uen agarnst = 
ell vdliness and unrighteousness of men. Rom. 1 18. 
Inawnation and oath, tribulation and anguish hall be 
upon every. soul of man that dveth evil. Rom. 11. 9. 
By one man 51 entered and death by Mn. Rom. v. 12 
Speaking of the wicked St Paul says destruction anÞ- 
misery are in their wahrt. Rom. 111. 16. Inst, 
Matthews Gospel, we read that the The Son'of man 
shall gend forth his Angels, and they «hall gather 3 bis 
kingdom all things that offend, and them 1obich do inigu 
And shall cast them mto a furnace of fire: where that 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Chap. x 11 1. verse 41. 44. 
Nor does our Lord who is t the fouritain aud pat- 
tern of true Hardly: speak a different language. 
« He bids us fear bn, who 1s able to destroy both «out and 
e body in hell: Lüke xii. 5. He solemniy charges us 
to opposè corrupt nature with the utmost resolut 
« on, lest we be cant mto hell, whefe the worm dieth not © 
aud the fire is not quenched, Mark ix. 43. With ten. 
« derness he informs us, that whosoever sball'say to bis 
** brother, Thou fool ! shallbe in danger & hell fire ; That | 
« not only the wicked, but the unprofitable cer ani dba, 
% be cast Le utter darkness, where 711 he we 
and gnashing of teeth: And that he himself, far FO 
* n at sin, will fix ee of all e 


« be 992 this 582000 otence: Dart 


1 en is de acqursed int e rms /- 
eee Mat. 2 5 


ES: pposing that we had 50 = FMRI 
apþators tor. our. hel ief in 15 $10, I apprehend | 
we have, hers hel RIOTS BAR roof sufficient to couyince 

eyen.jncredulii tyaltse But these No N a. very 

small number N compared ee hose Which 
ide adduced: allowing also that this doctrine 
Mete not only. above the reach of our reason, but 
| e contrary. to it in every sense, it would 
t. 5 Fi to me in the least to e 

ns of t pexide ce abdye vt. 8 7 9 5 
- EN fallible; Gods word is truth 1 if a per- 
eb to object to me. that 85 coul las 

W e doctrine of original ein, because he could. 

BOL ecancile j it to xe e Anaw 67 that this 

ache very cause W ke is most likely to be 
Mos or had the. knowled ef it heen attainable by 

BN 280 alone, there would ave. been less eee 
We 5 ere to have revealed it. 

= But reason an 99 5 5 ohaervation will if pos- | 
| 3 - bk a0 rd.uss 1115 cher confirmation . of the truth 

1 5 Ws 38 8 God i is a being of infinite jns- 
be N and 555 He cannot 
Ln: ihe author 0 e thing absolutely, 
1 great. deal both of moral and physi- 
. WT, . . Yhe world. 118 5 

"gs 57 1 oreover God has denounced à curse 
bon hers; God therefore cannot be the author 
28 0e e could not cutse the work of, . 

RE est look then for the grigiv 

mans abu at ce 57 free 250 which” 
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Ty 1 
the natural operation of our own minds, we shall 


perceive that inclination generally prevails o t 


duty, and that in our dealings with one another We 
are more frequently prompted by passion, than 
governed by reason. On reviewing the scenes of 
Past life, and bringing back to our recollection the 
days that are gone, we cannot but lament, to what 
little purpase we have lived, how much time has 


been squandered away in the pursuits of vanity and 


flolly, how many opportunities of doing good, we 
have neglected; and that we should have so shame - 
fully abused the talents God had given uss tobe em- 
ployed to his glory, and the working out our on 


salvation. Neither should we be surpried at the 
unhappy consequences of such a conguet. On the 


contrary we might naturally expect disappointment 

disgust and remorse, to be our portion. The experi- 
ence of all ages, has shown that vice and misery are 

insèparably connected, and that in proportion as a 

man deviates from the path of virtue, so in gene- 
ral he becomes unhappy... This unhappiness 

iy not confined to the state of his mind, indepen- 
e 


attendant on 
very moment. when he flatters himself 
hope of attaining his object, and being the 
possession of it, it eludes his grasp anda 
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even health sacrificed to the sar 
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at of other contingent circumstances. But he 
finds in a variety of instances his favourite schemes 
frustrated, hisbrightest, prospects clouded ; .Exclus Ry 

sive of that disquict of mind which is the invarighlg 8 
| jlty conscience, he sees thats 
has been all thMime pumuing a shadow, andh_ 


| eth bim no- 
thing but vexation and repentangy ay Homeften is 
| - | VIEWS of. inte- * 
rest; how often do we accumulateand ha! 2 
en the approach of Be ee, 
| | , | ol FT”. 2 ne. 5 N 2 
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| LE 
erate indulgence ofour passions! How frequently 
os misconduct not only involve our selyes, | 
kur familics and our friends in one common 
drunk By this aniniosities are engendered, the ties 
ust affection broken z malice; envy, and all the dia- 
10 ae Passions which torment the human breast, 
ppfieng p in their room. The world indeed at 
Ages presents 2 vast scene of wretchedness and woe, 
a could only have arlsen from the innate de- 
. -pravity ofoornature/and the just vengeanceof Al- 
* mighty God, which our sins bad excited against us. 
Wien terrible state then are we in by nature! 
7 „ how{ncongetvably mare Areadful i it would haye 
11 bee 8 been left Te this state 9 5 abc 
_ 9Mitheh 


218 3 Sw Febten «Gt ple and | in 
gonsbt hence incorre@ 

"mit y with God, 3 and the 
chiltt HDH, had not <Seiliatory means been a+ 
- doptedſand'a' Sacrifice made to avert. the zud 7.0 
ments of an offended Ueity,. No less a sacrifice than 
5 the 5 05 of. God bimself could be . 
ſectual - tc this p Wl n lrg ch bh 0 
- Mialſestetton of Toh 
themes 1 75 bdellds col 


1} 2" man h 1 Lion all, OE CO, | 
| * Es 3 Pe , left 105 n 2 
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id. Ne. ed that we might ive .by bl | 
2 IR us from our Sins, and thro his = 
25 WE become 1 of's salvation: 12 


FF 
0 


ne NI e £4 21. f way en 115117, u 
% Io he forties of Gl Nau the 148 kat 
of evil Gers, for tho" by 1 rexentance,. We, 1; bt 
' forske'sn hi ert upright lives in (ukure 5 SOIL 
this is no compensation for the er mes *1rear m, 
mitted, These at least wenld rise up ee e | 
against us; besides God's Hs 1 is so hel 1 20g er- 
feet that d that offends but in bye point pk: Al... * 
and in another place we read that * Che Nee 
one who continueth not in all os WHICH fg 4 82 en. 77 5 
the book bf the Lato ro do them. So that Een Guld. 
our re{brihationatone for theevil of o Past life, 
we should still from the deprayity of dur aue, fall 
of attaining that perfection which Gods law oo 
to render us justificd in his sight. 5 
Jesus Christ in giving bung up 12 ah 
atonement for the transgressicns of the, warlty. per. - 3 
formed the whole law He come net, Wes A Ns Toy Fs . 
ter 4 cr the PFophers hut to Julflthem.. "at. OR =" 
He was made under the law,” to recen on hl 
were under the law, and he bath 28 Hae: hint 
FRulfillgd. all Righteoumes. - He: is callèdiin Scxip 3 
türe the Lamb of GOD which..taketh: away e 2 4 
of tl. e world ; 2. EN without bemich and withbut 
| 385 He i kncw.nd gin was mode (infer lf that * 
we might be made the rigkteoweness of. Ged + ir bine Bü ol 3 

not only this, tut ritt thed for. our Sins ; he pose\ yum . - 
bur justtficationWud is now. intereeding an the right _ 
band of God the wha We are bought: Sys St. Pauls, 25 Y | 
with a price "1, Cop." vi, o Eri european A 8 
t?rficed for us. * Be 7.0 He gave 3: il 
for ALL. 1 Tim; ii, 6. He became im 
even the death of the cross. Phil. ij.” 8. , —_—_ iN 
cerre the Love of God, because he Jak 1 * 5 = 
un 4 e iii. "F | „ 5 


| * , 9 


. 
# 


When we were yet without FIR m be time, Chr 
'diedfor ibe ungodly. While we were yet sinners, be died + 
85 for us, that he might deliver us from this present evil World, 


E be might bring us to God, surely, he hath born our grief, 
d carried dur sorroms. He was wounded for our trans-, 
Fo  goeocions, hewas brujced for our Huiquiiries, that by bis airipes 
uu mupht be heated ; 10ho, bis own bel, bare our sins, in his 
40) body, on the tree, that OE deadto 151 sbould TING: 
unto riphteousness. 
Te Lord bath laid an bim the PERCY if ie ALL... 
"Ori hath redeemed us from the curse E the law, king 
£ made a curve for wo that be and reconcile ug unto God, by 
. the cross. 

_ He hath aun us Gs our iin, n keen own et wukageve 
 himiself for uus, that he night redeem us from all iniquity, 
| * purify to himself a petuliar people, zealous of good Works-- 

Ils is the propitiation' for the ins of the WHOLE world. 


forth lde unto themsetves, but unto him that died for them. ' 

He hath redeemed us unte Gad, by bis blood, out of very 

oF: kindred, and tongue, and people and nation. © 2 

Ti Jens, being the 1 pos of our catuation; oP 
having tasted Deazh for eyery man, was mad: perfect, 

 . throughoauffermps ;' that, through Death, he might destroy 
' him that had the power of Death, that sg Devil; —9 
|” atliver them, abo, through re f Death, e all theiy Mes 
mim Suhr to bond gr. 5 
Fla dun bi , . it from | 


him. REI FIST Eo: becaue he 


: « Christ hath Suffered for sint, the just for the unjust, that: 


He died for ALL, thatthey, which live, rhould not bene 7 0 


-; ES 9 
— * N 
Again Christ rose br cur  Juatifaations. 2 0 
* "The game / Crit, who did 7 gur einc, UNS. letied; ind: _ - 
rose again the third Day, according do the: Scripthires," bb | 
"pit to death in the flesh, but quickered in te Spi. 
Gad raited him up, and chewed him apenty 4mto Witneries 
| _ chosen befare of Gad ; who. said none other things, than thost * E 
which the prophets, and Mass did cy. abba come, ht 
Christ shoutld ufer, and that be woe bethe ION: et * 
Should rise from the dead. 


As he had power {o, Jay, draw bis con * 0 be l | 


er to take it am, to ty ad) oe BIS: * 
Crit, N rated from the Grad Gicth? 10 mer! Death: 
hath no more onion over bom... 13: Fg 112 4302365 


' IfCErist be not 7 1180, them ts Alete wo Renurrectian of: 1b 3 
Dead, 4 hen ts Hhepreaching of the Apostics rein, and aun Fab A 
| in; doe are yet in our Sing: But nod is C rist rien "ij 
| from the dead, that ice also should walk in newness of tife.. © 
For in that ke dicd, he died uo Sin ance; but, in that te , 
Irveth unto God. Liketeise, tet us rec lou oi reibe akots * 5 6. 
| be deal rnto Sin, But, altueu #9 God, through Cianmtour Land: . 


Again Christ liveth to make iateretssion for us. 


We, being Peeieved 15 #-toghors, ad Set at: the Ret Heid * 
of God, in heavenly places maketh; Futcreeg610 for a Hs. 2 

H. bare the S/n 0 13 md make tree anke 1 
tranggresvars, © bp rd oft ry gs I ay s 3 

'If any many „abe NG 1 wah the Eben 3 
Jesus Chris? the 1 who, being anbde an Highs: — . 
Priest for ever, and having. an unchangeable Priest! 
hood, 7s able to fave them to the utter most, that come una: > - 
God by bim, cceing he ever Jfoethy o male intercettiq for | 


them. Their We ts, St OL 3 he a 9 1 + 1 
thett duet. A \ "Ge" | 5 1 
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We theleby undbrstand how Christ wank arb 
aid to atone for "the sins of the world. 

First. He performed the whole law; secondly. He 
died for f offences; thirdly. He rose again for . 
ourjustifieation." fourthly: He now liveth to make 
interèession for us at the right hand of God; sd 
that although in Adam all "have died, in Chrige) ' 
shall ALL be made alive. 

But then something ! is tequisite on our r parts to 

render Christ's atonement effeetual to our salvation. 
Ih is leads me in the third place to the doctrine 
of justification by faith, under this head : let us 
consider first, what kind of faith that is by Which 
dee are justified; secondly; how it is to be obtained: 

- thirdly, what is the nature of that -just;fieation which 
3 wrought for us by faith. 

First. It is not a verbal or outward proſession ofbe-\ 
- Hef which can justify us inthe sight of God. Neither 
is it sufficient that we believe that God is infinite-: * 
y good, just, wise and powerful. The Devils be- 


lieve this and tremble. When we speak of these 
attributes of the deity; we must refer them to some 


object. When we adore him ſor his justice, we , 
must bear in our minds, at the same time that we 
had justly merited his avenging rod, by our wilſul 
disobedience of his laws ; and when we praise him. 
for his goodness, we Should recollect, and greteſuliy.- 
acknowlege his unspeakable love in sending his 
son to suffer in our stead, and acceptitig his mediati- a 
om as an atonement for the sins of the World. 


Again it is not enough that we believe this 11 N 


hearts. We mes! prove the reality of our faith by... 


our conduct. The 7#ee, tor are told is knows by iti - 


Fruits, Mx. vi. 20. Faith without works is dead» Fantes 2. 17 
It is to no purpose, ny we name the name of Chi igt 


= 


* 


1 
* 

- - 

o 

- - 
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et we Jap FOR iniquity, 2. Timathy: ii. a; 
. - Whatdoth it profit, says S. James, tho a man say 
5 he hath faith, and have not works ? | James 2. 14. 
Mas not our ſather Abraham justified by works when he 
had offered; Isaac his Son, upun the altat,verse 21. Seen 
3 Toto faith wrought with his works, and by works was 


faith made perfect; werse 23. Fra \the body'without . 


Spirit is dead, «8 ſaith without works iedead alto verse, 26; 
By this «ball all men knaw that ꝓe art um disciples," if 32 
have love one for anather.., I ye dove me, xs our Sa- 
viour, keep my. commandments. John xiv. 1g 
„„An strictness neither out F aith nor our works 
* Jjuxtify us. But God himself justifies us, of his own 


1 thro! the merits of his Son only. Never. 
'* theless, because by faith we embrace the promise 


' of God's, merey, and of the 'remission of our: sins, 
* therefore the Scripture says, That ſaitb does umi, 
yea, faith without worte. And because we feceive 

0 „Fell. thro the merits of Christ, and not thro the 
merit of any virtue we have, or work we do; there- 

*. ſore in that respect we renounce, as it were, again, 
Faith, Works, and all other virtues. For our cor- 


e rup ion thro”, original Sin, is so great, that all our 


** faith, charity, words and works, cannot merit or; 
44 degerve any part of our justifieation for us. And 
«« therefore we thus speak, humbling ourselues be- 


«« fore God, and, giving Christ e. glory of our, 


« jnstification,”** 


Secondly. How is this faith to beohtaived? Wenn. i 


remember that faith is the gift of God. Ephes. jio'8 -- 
It is not requisite that .we.-showd be Scholars, ote 


possesed of great abilities natural or acquited, or. 


P ö. arquainted: with: all the ID . | 


v) , 


N ee. 
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dences of Chrintiatiity;" to * us to receivoit. 
By no means. Tlie most likely method, is by 
Prayer and supplication by divesting ourdele eh of 
. - worldly wisdom, and having in our minds a firm 
rsuasion that we shall obtain our requests. God 
will be entreated of; and the 'encouragements 
- for. ainners to come to him are numerous, and invi- 
ting. Come uno me, all ye that labomm and are heavy 
3 ll geve you rest. Matthew. xi. 28. 
Fur every one that asbeſh receiveth; and he that secketh 
Huub: audio him that knocketh it sbalt be ohened. If a 
aan gbd af bread of any of 'you'that* is * will be , 
give lim u stone? ur if he ask @fisb, ani he for a fish give , 
bim a ier ent? If ye then, beim evil, know how 1d give | 
goodgifts to your children: how much more all hr yur 
Heavenly Father give thc Hi en _ asf Tim? 
TAME, X16, 5 F465 3%! 
 Verily,verily, Tray ut hou, aide bo Shall OY 
| Father ai wh naime, he will groe it v.  Hitherto have ye 2 
Aged nathing in myiname: ask, and yo Re Peceroe, that | 
our. joy mey be full. John xvi. 23.24. Ren 
We must divest outselves of Lblely dart ; 
This has a tendency 10 raise us in our 'own es- 
t. mation; to make us vain of our own abilities, and 
cou ident in our ow] n strength. As such it is 4 er, 
hindrance to our justification by ſaith. Prgferę 
' otrsetves to be wise, Tor become Fools. Rom; 1: 22. 1 
. For it it written, I will destroy the wisdom of. the we, 
ard F-oill wy to nothing the under teu of the prudlent. 


1. Cor. i. i a 9 0) l AN 21 471 63 14 141 17511 141 34 s 
Thevworld ar' e indem inet not God, 1 Cf f 21 


But God bath choben be foolich things of the ' world; t. 
”  gonfargd the dire aiu | the weak hug of his world, 1 5 


I confound the things that are my. verse 27. 
We are commanded to betome as little children. Mage: - 


Y * Xvi. 4. M bosocver shall not receive the kingdomof G. 
4 4 lit. tle child he hall” not enter. thercin. Mark x. 15 


1. 


» And Christ himael thanked his Father thar ** 
had hidden these- things from the wie and prides WV. 
Teprated them unjo-habes, Mat. xi. 26. 

We must like wise ha ve in our minds a \ firth | per- 8 
8188100 that God js able and willing to grant us dur 
request. If. we attend to the eircumstances, whic 
gave occas'an-to most of our Sayiours miracles, we 
shall Had that the greatest inducement with him 
to exert this superhatural agency, was, whey he 
perceived that the person brought before him, had 
tull- confidenee that he should receive What e 
wanted. Hence the expressions, Thy. Faith hath 
Saved ther. | Faith hath - made - thee: whale. O woman, 
great is thy Faith. According to your Fauth be it unto d 

Henee we are as8ured also, that all things whatsp- 
euer we. ack in Prayer, Believing we hall recerve, Mat, 4 
Xxi. '- WAS 1 

Wherever our Lord found this faith wanting, he 
declared he coul .do-little for them. f 

Tbixdly. What is the nature oſ coat ustification, | 
which is wrought for us by Faith? 

oh the first place then · we axe Juatified lam ine 
t. of our, past sins. A 

„ hro' his name whosocver believes i n * chatl LM 
remis in of. ins... ACts. x. 435 Jens geen their faith. 
aid unto -the ich the palsy,; Som fe. of geod cheer. ; thy «ins 
be. forgiven thee, Mat. ix. 2. Aud when be gare r 
Faith, he saidunta him, man thy sins are forgiven thee. Luke 
v. 20. There is, therefore no condenmation nw, fe n 
ther believe in Christ Feeus.. Rom, ville. 1. 

Secondly, We are saved from the power of. ein; 
nn . dominion over us; we are ag 


longer slaves to it, We no. longer regard God 38+» 
4 eee but an Dogs ca father. * We i 

not recerve r the. .sherit 0 Spire 

| e 3 I | Fake, "Of arts 14. 
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Fearing wen with. eur rt that wwe are the chigen 


Din 


God. 
Thirdly Being justifled by Faith; we have PEACE 
| b So through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom dor have 
access by Faith into this Grace tohe#ehn woe Stand, aud r pole 
m bope of theglory of God. Rom. AYR, 
„And again verses 10. 11, For if "when der were 
| enemies we were retonciled to Go by the death of his Son, 
much more Berng 1 Werk we 5hall be gebed by his Hife. 
And not only co, but we. afso joy in God through, our 
Lord and Sattar * Christ, by whore We have n 
feed the atonemem. Rom. v. 11. 
"He therefore that is justified by Faith, possesses 
the most salid peace and satisfaction which he is 
capable of 9 0 . this life; his heart is filled 
with gratitude to the supreme "being, he sees the 
hand of God stretched out before him wherever 
he goes, it is his meat and drink, his constant stu- 
fy and sincerest delight to do the will of his Fa- 
- ther who is in Heayen; if he live be lives to his 
81 and if he die, he dies triumphant. 
oceed lastliy to consider the doctrine of the 


Wo Birth, ar the work of regeneration in the poul * 


LEN 
e admit that man in his natural state is dead 
we gin, and reflect for a moment that without 
Vanek, as the Scriptures àssüre us, no one rar 
der the' LORD, we must at once be convinced" of 


ie necessit nl of some very important change being 
ed: in ut liyes _ con uct e =; can be 
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"ofa zimiliar import, Psalms 1 3. oe. . Ni N. | 77 
No or? our Saviour, except a man be born ; make he 
cannot: see the ki dom of God 1, John. iii. g. Nicode- 


mus a ruler. of the Jews, to whom our Lord Was at 
that time addressing himself, Saith unto him Ho, 


can a man be born hem be is old ? can heienter the spcond imm 


into bis mither's womb, and be horn ?. Jess answered; verily 


vetily, I zan unto thee, except à man be born of water and of the" | | 


Spirit, be cunnot enter into the kingdom of God: John iii: . 8. 
Two things principal y offer themselves to out 

consideration on the present subject. First the 
nature of the New Birth, or in What the work of 

regeneration consists: Secondly. 'By what means 
this work is accomplished in us: e Nm 
Tam man be in Christ, he is anew creature! old thb ur- 

passed away zbebold, ail things are herum net 2 Cor 17 
Mr. Wesley has expressed himself upon this points 
8 clearly, * Icannat᷑ forbearquoting hisown words. 
„Before a Child is born into the world; he has eyes 
„but sees not: he lias ears; but does not hear. Har 
has a very imperfect use of any other sense. He 
has no know ledge of any of the things of the world, 3 
or any natural understanding. Tothat manner o 

| existence which he then has; we do not even 
give the name of life; | It is then only when 
a man is born, that we say he begins to live: For- 

* as soon as he is born, he begins to see the light: and 
the various objects with ich he is encompassed-) 


His ears are then opened, and he'hears the sounds "= 


* which successively strike upon them. Atthesame 
time all the other organs of sense begin to be exer- 

cised upon their proper objects: He likewisc 
breathes and lives in à manner wWholly different 
from what he did before; How exactly doth the 
: „ Parrallel hold; in all these instances? While a man 

s in a mere natural state / before he is born of God; 
| he has in a spiritual sense, eyes and sees not; & 


30 


thick impenettae: veil e en He has 
ears, but hears not, he is utterly deaf to what he'ts 
most of all concerned to hear. His other spirituał 8 
senses ate all locked up; he is in the same condi- 
tion as if he had them not. Hence he has no know- 
ledge of God, no intercourse with him; he is not 
at all aequainted with him. He has no true know- : 
« ledges of the things of God, either of spiritual 
or eternal things. Therefore en he be a weine 
man; he is a dead christian. T? 
But as soon as heé is born of God, as on as 
he is tegenerate, or in the language of St. Paul 
**become: a mw Feature,” old thin;s are passed away; 
many of those objects, the possession of which . 
constituted formerly his highest felicity, are now = 
regarded with indifference ; several of them with 
detestation and abhorrence.. The pleasures of 
sense, the applause of the world, the accumulation 
of wealth, the love of Power have no longer do- 
minion over him. 'He loves Goc above all things 
and his. neighbour as himself. Freely he bas re- 
ceiuedꝭ and freely he gives. He esteems no man 
his enemy, and those whom he formerly regarded * 
as such, he can cordially receive into his boom. 
HFlis very best actions upon which he before so 
much prided himself, and by which he vainly ex- 
pected to merit Heaven, he now perceives not 
only to be unprofitable but to RAVE in e el 
nature of in. Rom ui. 23. 2 el. | 
- In: short Creation ãtself wears . now rapes: 7% 
Every thing around him appears to bear AY 
Stutnp tos the divine image. He views -hindself | 
in the light ofa prisoner at large; of one who had! 
deen marod alt his life within the dark and 
5 walls of a dungeon, and is now permitted 
| nin _— ada . ere 0: nee, 
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nah re opened the light of God's n 


nance” shines upon him, aud he feels the ſqve of 85 


God shed abYoad in his heart.” The most ttiffing” 


omission, the most veniał error now fills” him with - 


remorse : and if he neglect any opportunitiy of 
prayer” and Praise, if he lose sight dt his creator o 


live as it were without God in the wortd*But for 
one moment, his conscience 'accuses him, and he 


can take no rest, and admit of no comfort. till by 
repentance he have received fresh asurances_of 
forgiveness, and made his {wi with God: I now 


finds that wwrsdvhis ways, ere ays of Pleazarntness,” "and alt 
ber paths are peace. Prov . Til 17. 


He goes on progressively from one degree of hols Fa 
ness to another, he grows in grace, and in the 
knowledge and the love of Christ, he fights the - 
good fightof faith and Bnfshies his ane A I | 


and gladness. n Ft 


This is the nature of the Kew Büch, : and; $0 is | - 


every one that is born of the. spitit. 
Secondly. We are to-consider by.. what mean 
this work is accomplished 1 in us. 


It is evident from reason as Well 33 S N 
that man by the aid of his own reason and Strength 


alone, can ed be able to effeck this change 


in himself. He cannot devote himself entixely to | 


—— , 


a life of piety and virtue, and persevere in it trust< 
ing merely in his own ability, Surronhded as he 


continually is with trials and difRculties, he never 
can succesfully oppose them all, and come off * 5 


queror by dint of mere azzuidity, or by the 


er of his own single exe rtiqns. For $0 greati «the 5 $ 


krone to evil, and so numerous the temptati- 


ns to commit it, that altho' by vigorous and de- 
termined efforts, he may be sometimes kept from 


falling. yet, the ee of virtue can never become 


- (ne 
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Kabitgal, and he will always remain a stranger te 
that peace of mind which true Religion is alone 
capable of inspiring. The prophet Jeremiah tells 
us in the x. chapter and, 23; vers . that the, way of 
man it not n himself : it is nut in man that walketh to 
direft bus steps. and again in the xiii, chap, verse 23 
Can the Hthiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spats? 
ther may ye alco dogood, that are acogtomed to gb cvil. 
In Pauls epistle to the Galatians, we read The fleth 
tusteth. again«t the-eirit, and the «pi it against the fiesh :, 
aud these are contrary the one to the other: go tha: he can- 
mot do the things ye wou, Our Lord himself deelares 
dur natural inability. to serve God, when he tells 
us that neo mam knoweth the Son, but the father : neitber | 
duet any man the Father, gave the Son, and he to h- 
aner the. San will reveal him Matt, xi. 27. Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves, saith the Apostle 2, 
Cor. iii. 5. It appears then that this great an 
+ Important work of regeneration in our souls, can 
be effected by no less à power than God himself. 
By grace are ye saved through Faith; and that not of 
. your ander: it 15 the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. By the 
grace of God says St. Paul I amwhat Tam. 1 Cor. xv. 10 
And this Grace is the free gift of God tbro' Christ John. 
VI. 65. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, excipt 
'_ it abige in te Vine; no moe can ye, except ye abid? in me. 
I a the Vine, ye are the brands: be that abideth in nis, 
"and ] in bim, the samie bringeth forth much fruit: for wwith- 
but me ye can ab eg. Pohl. XV. 4. 5. No man can 
dome uno ine, except the Faller who bath tent ine draw bim 
and I will rarse lim up al tbe last day. John, vi; 44 _ 
From these passages in Holy S. ripture, (and 
"they are very few in comparison of what might 
be brought in proof of what we have adyanced) 
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it s to me indubitably clear, that in order to walk 
uprightly with our Goch, and do his WIll during 
our pilgrimage here, we must receive Divine ach 
we must in N receſye a portion of the Divine 


spirit; we must be no longer nder the law, but 
wnder grace, Rom. vi. 14. And this grace is the free 
and undeserved gift of God through Chris: 
To such as are already converted to God I shall be 
excused if T offer one word of advice, It is appli. 
cable to all of us, and cannot in my opinion be too 
often impressed upon our memories. It, may. 
be summed up briefly in the Apostles o.,] words, 
Let him that thinketh be \standeth tale heed lest he full. 1s. 
Cor. x. 12. Now we should remember the condi- 
tions, 0N.*Which:God: has promised never tg leave 
nor farsake us; viz, that we never leave nagnt- , 
Sake him Asstate of grace is only to be pre. 
by the same means which . were instrumsskal in 
procuring it for us at first, and these arg frequent. 
and fervent communiah with God in Prayer. 
Religious conversation,) a '$triot\ guard upon our 
1 and exhorting each other, as OPPortu- 
nity. occurs, respecting the* duties We OV to 
God, our neighbour and ourselves, are amongst 
other qualifications requisiteto make us 5% faut 
the profexston, of bur Faith\wathout wayering. Heb. 10. 
23. And let US not be weary 72 5 doing by far in due 5eason 
we sball reap, if we faint not: Gal. 6. 9. Theprize is 
to chase df 2 72 to AA N man 55 put his. 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 
Luke q. 62, The backshider in hegrt shall be filled tvith his own is 
ways and a good man shall be satisfied from hims«lf, Pray, 14 4. 5 
In the 2. Peter, 2. 21. we read, it had been better for 
them nat to have known the way of righteousness , than after they 
baue known it, to turn from thc boly commandment delivered unte 
(hem. St Panl in his epistle to the Hebrews, paints 
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the dreadſul consequences of falling trom a State af 
| 2 5 For if we sin wil/ully, after that We. bave received tbe 
. knowledge of the truth, there retuaineth. no mare $9crifice for zins 
But e certain fearful lookingfor of fu dgment, « and fry indig- 
Fs ths which Shall devour. the advercaries "He that desÞiveg 
Wes Mor law, died without mercy, under two. or three v witnesses; 
Obo mel torer punichmem., apf oe he, bl be be thought 
worthy, Ah bah tridden under foot the Son a7, Gad, ard hath 
. ennintedthe' blied of the covenant wherewith he was api as 
 Wbolything, and bath done despite unto the spirit of grace. Heb, 
10. chap. 26. 25. 48. 29. verses. May we be found 
in the number of those who habe lubeured and have nat 
fainted, Rev. N. 3. Who haue held the beginning. of aur confedence 
C Teedfuitwnte the end. "Heb in. 14. and after having fought the | 
Fee fight of faith, and fin hal our cuunie eve, fi be re. 
Ceivedinto everlasting habitations, and hear these 
| 0 words' of Our Saviour appked unto us, 


el. done thou: ood and faithful 
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| ol Pinkie following words. 


worlds andiby bis death and, mediation. reco 
eſſectual to, aun Seated requisite ap me. 
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viderTion in my gecond letter, may be briefiy aum- 4 


their natural tate, they are at enmity * 
and would have for ever remained the - mbjeQs of 
bis wrath{-and punighmenty had not © de c 
given himself, up. as. a. sacrifice. for the ging — 
God to man. In order to make this atonement 


n 


Akind come into the world ina 
and f u, condition; as long as they eon 


469} 
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repenyend: believe, that; i e . f 
and have ſaith in the merey of God t | 

Fhis we ate unable to do N 1 a0; 
aelstance af dhe Divine Being; Il we 
have done orcan do, we are galt u — 


vVants andbean only hos bee ft 
through the merits of a R 
na Vou will now perhaps he ready to 82y w 


eemer. ONLY | 


ny others, that al this may be very r ight, and, 125 
1 as you know conformable to the 5 sense 


ture, but you seg no n ed from any; 
Aing f pa ve yet n why 1 should have 


| Pied the Methodist Comneaton. Von will * 
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their discourses are calculated to impress t 
the minds of their hearers. Why therefore should 


g | 36 


we (what J very well knew before) that these FRY 


trines are all of them inculcatcd in the Articles of 
our Church, in the Homilies, and in the form of 


Prayer used in Divine Sexvice. Vou will add 


moreoverthat our midi erally enforce them 
from the Pulpit, and that the stile and language of 


em on 


you leave the Church and unite yourself Wir B 
particular sect, Vine principles of Religion are 


similar to th pose in ch you have been educated, 
Auch! EH you at pr ooh profeasealy 5 th 
n Hr hen 881 the'que Weben 8 I shall 


endeavour to answer it fully aud un cen y; 
TN To doubt Slit ct che ebnald "part ol 


man kind echo they may not embrace my of Pale 
en af lere Five fn credit for the amet, of my 


_intetitions.” 105 DOGIRATIY 29443 tend bt oy g. 


With ręspeck to my 1eavitigathe Church, the 


: chargeiventively grou groundless ; fof 50 far am I from 
AAksertieg ic that ff my life be spared, 1 shall be 


- more pünctual in my xttendance there than I have 


been Shan years|þagt**' And my reason for this 


18 that J admire "that spirit of piety' and' devotion 
. which Tun through the greatest pärt of the Service, 

Tau heartilyWith'the'do@rines'oftke Church. 
And T rhink f Expedienr for each individual, H he 


can doit with a safe conscience, to contribute 


"his support to the teligious establishment of that 
* country in which he is born and educated, and un- 


2 Suh the” goverament of which. be Bees free and 
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eaten plate "auch 3 1 he my 
ang 9 95 1 the ths of” 

ib is once 


. FO 
he neem {ot prayer. 


8low. to W Et 0 1 | 


ger Wilkes wap as! opirit' 0 vid 1 8 
amongst us. Hence it is that t we are itisensibly 
dran off from Godece forget the manifesta- 
tions of his love, and presuming upon our owt 
, affivievcy/wb/graduailyxclaphe” inte our; former 
: apathy and corruption We should do well ag 
1 * bear in wind. chat auſliſe of religion, 18, a pro- 
Eresslbe ane. It „noto sufficient f t. We 85 
Ceive a sense of Gops pardon, an experieneg 
| Wn. Power of God unto salvation.; we must grow. 
din grace; as we. have been washed so we must 
* be confTified, 5 8 alt 11th God: 


3 Gol vi. 9. f our heart, we 

3 must 2 fort good hy... : Mat. x1. 35. we must 
F mort iſ the s, of the Rom. viii. 13. It is 
 requir p Tard the works Nr bell, and 
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hath vor „„ 1 


Thees. iv. 1. 35 7 11199 SHITIV « in rigs Ts 
1 have before: dbwerved that a:srats of grace 
* is only tet be mantfined/andikept alivetby the 
| perseveritig use of Whose means which are'imn 
general instnententat in procuring it for abat first 
Liz. a eenstant and earnest cohm⁰jjLðWäu no wirk 
"cn in 1 Paper, And this is one of — 
arguments in faveur 6f Methedism '* +. 
here is perhaps no sert; or body of Chris 
de Who have“ adva in this respect en 
qual to che Merbodistzl Their institutions af. 


them not only veryaumple oppbrtunitses of 
fro Legetbef or — — —— pose of ye HRi¹e 
"kth e dctylling $5086 sige ay to 
| require them to attend an all zuch decuvions, 
except When prevented ys siekkttess or 
. „marekin business. Besides the ordinary: Servier | 

rformed ab the Meeriag düse or the abbath 
Ad ee my We "the cult ar, the 


*q Shall be e if” e 


8c , 8 
12 ee e in chgex ion Eg OS meet in 
ge we, call, a. 8 hat is, fm . to 


c about orgy memb 1 1 Kg 

e experi han the, s pre rl — 
Leader Dr 1 ih eh them, Tg er 
once 3, Weeks. at the tyxe,;and..plactomont, Sen- 
-«« vEnient ; $0. them. i; Lhe 1 15 r or 


ec verses off, * Abdeif 80 
ing. He then makes as ort prayer; | 
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hverses with each member about Gab 
ian experience, giving witable-advige .tq all. vnd 
_ + again they sing ànd pray, concl ing all in about 
— At are ntt these meetings ehe 
, both tothe Old, Testament and the, New r 
bes dane state of the Jewirh. Church, 421 ya 
„ ;Peopltriand:Priests were in — - 
4% much theocase now) Careless and 
„Then saith the Prophet Malaohi, g that fg 
Ry Lund, apale often one to another; and the Lor 
* nr awd beard it, and a book of. glibc hb 
ar auritien before hint, yr them that feared the, Lord, and 
5 ere Ai game; And, to. meetings, of 
this kind conceive. the. Apostle Paul alludes, 
* Wherg he advises the Colossians Thus; ae 
&+ wind afChrict dwell in you richly in all wisdam ;. 
w_— E r 0 
Ke, e wüb grace in vqur hearts * 
[ul [«« Long "ond Where this company 461 thavght, too 
large to speak 8 minds freely many meet 
«+2180 once a week in stal ler companies called Bands 
T e Tok four or > wile men and 
won 


44 he. 


ar your fault one 
| ud pray. one for another t ye may be heal- 
bt Foy But det it be welt observed, there is nothing 
«I in tfiese ussemblies like the otifestidn of sin to a 
% Priest: zn order to brain gbsolutioh from him; 
biff the spraking freely of their sthte of mind to 
Ane Another; that they may 'kn6w How to-rej6ice 
- witli hose that rejbice, arid tb with those 
- that Weep, Which ud not do ithout some 
ger with each others Wehe den ">" 1+ 
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„have W of the, prosperity , of the work of 
„God 1 er places, and conchy Jude with pray 
Wo er. meetings, when judiciously 3 2 


are of. admirable use. The 
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«« $ame, in all places, àn impostor can 
be detegted, Aud we conceive that somethi 
of this nature was used in the p 
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e lic service, and gives 22551 er particular di- 


« rections, according to the account he has reccived 
« through the, weeek, he then algo mentions _ 
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